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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Courts - Technicalities - Should be avoided
in interpreting the Constitution - Unto determining the real controversy
(H2) A-G Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Creation of local government areas - Need
to read and interpret together - All the relevant sections of the Constitution
(H3) A-G Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Creation of local government areas - Passing
of a bill by a State Legislature - Without the National Assembly passing the
appropriate Act - Under ss. 8 (3) & (5) and 3 (6) of the 1999 Constitution
- Makes the bill inchoate and lifeless (H4) A-G Lagos State v. A-G
Federation p. 2259

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Creation of Local government areas - The
words ‘area’ or ‘council’ - Are used interchangeably within the 1999
Constitution - In a manner different from their use - In the 1979
Constitution (H1) A-G Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Creation of new local government areas -
Power to pass a bill lies with the State Assembly - Which shall make a
return to the National Assembly - Section 8 (3) & (5) of the 1999
Constitution (H6) A-G Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Federation account - For a state to receive
funds - Under s. 162 (3) & (5) of the 1999 Constitution - There must be
local government councils - That are legal and constitutional (H7) A-G
Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Jurisdiction - Counterclaim - Extent of
parties’ legal rights - Being the dispute here - The Supreme Court has
jurisdiction (H5) A-G Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Local government areas - Federation ac-
count s. 162 (3) & (5) 1999 Constitution - Qualification to receive funds
- Lagos State laws on local government creation - Though valid cannot yet
be operative - Without implementation of s. 8 (5) of the Constitution (H7)
A-G Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Separation of powers - Federation account
- Powers of the President - Can only be those granted by the Constitution
- And any dispute should be brought before the courts (H8) A-G Lagos
State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

CONTEMPT OF COURT - Publication - That needed further investigation
- As to whether contemptuous - Does not make issue of contempt central
at that stage (H2) Ebhodaghe v. Okoye p. 2389

COURTS - Judgments - Decisions - Allegation of inconsistent decision
against Court of Appeal - Is not correct (H2) Ogun v. Akinyelu p. 2361

COURTS - Judicial precedents - Miscarriage of justice - Failure of lower
court to consider relevant authority - Would not ipso facto constitute a
miscarriage of justice (H4) Ebhodaghe v. Okoye p. 2389

COURTS - Jurisdiction - Contempt of court issue - That arose while issue
of jurisdiction was being considered - Was rightly handled first as both
issues were separate (H3) Ebhodaghe v. Okoye p. 2389

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - Courts - Confessional statement - Where
alleged to be signed by force - Trial within trial was necessary (H3) Nsofor
v. State p. 2413

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - Murder - Confessional Statement - Where
merely denied - It is admissible without requiring a trial within trial (H1)
Nsofor v. State p. 2413
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CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - Murder - Conviction - First appellant was
rightly convicted - Based on his confessional statement (H2) Nsofor v.
State p. 2413

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - Murder - Conviction - That was based on an
indivisible confession - Will be set aside (H4) Nsofor v. State p. 2413

JURISDICTION - Courts - Jurisdiction as a central issue - Must generally
be determined first when raised (H1) Ebhodaghe v. Okoye p. 2389

LAND LAW - Customary tenancy - Forfeiture - Long possession - Denial of
overlord’s title - Is a serious misbehaviour - That grounds forfeiture of
possession (H1) Ogun v. Akinyelu p. 2361

LAND LAW - Title - Boundary - Burden of proof - Lies on plaintiff initially
- But will not arise where identity of the land is not in issue (H4) Ogun v.
Akinyelu p. 2361

LAND LAW - Title - Survey plan - Identity of land in dispute - Onus is on
plaintiff - Two ways to establish identity of the land - Survey plans tendered
showed identity of the land (H3) Ogun v. Akinyelu p. 2361

LAND LAW - Title - Traditional histories - Where trial court weighs both
parties’ stories - And finds one more probable - Recent acts of ownership -
Need not be considered (H7) Ogun v. Akinyelu p. 2361

LAND LAW - Title - Traditional history - Conflict in histories - Is resolved
vide facts - Or recent acts of ownership (H6) Ogun v. Akinyelu p. 2361

LAND LAW - Title - Traditional history evidence - Can solely support a claim
for declaration of title (H5) Ogun v. Akinyelu p. 2361

INDEX OF SUBJECT MATTER IN (2004) 12 KLR



v

INDEX OF STATUTES & RULES

Constitution of Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 s. 6(6)(a) Ebhodaghe v.
Okoye p. 2389

Constitution of Nigeria 1979 s. 212 A-G Lagos State v. A-G Federation p.
2259

Constitution of Nigeria 1999 ss. 3, 4, 5(a), 7, 8, 9, 162, 232, and 318 A-G
Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

Criminal Code Act Cap. 77 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990 s. 133
Ebhodaghe v. Okoye p. 2389

Criminal Code Law of Bendel State ss. 317 & 324 Nsofor v. State p. 2413

Evident Act 1990 s. 27(1) & (2) Nsofor v. State p. 2413

Lagos State Local Government Areas Law No. 5 of 2002 ss. 1, 2 and 3 A-
G Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259

Lagos State New Local Government Areas (Amendment) Law 2004 A-G
Lagos State v. A-G Federation p. 2259


